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2~ A Center of Mission and Ministry - Celebrating and Sharing God’s Grace!

~ Grace ABOUNDS =

In our May edition of Grace Abounds, | reflected on how the arrival of May brings
GROWTH-a sign of the changing season and of our Lord’s desire for His world
and His people to grow into His kingdom. As | began thinking about what to write
for our summer newsletter, one word kept coming to mind: TRANSITION.

The move from spring to summer certainly shows up in our weather. The days
grow hotter, the humidity keeps us reaching for a towel, the grass turns brown,
Lake Murray drops without rain, and our steering wheels become too hot to
From touch. If last summer was any indication, | handled the heat fairly well. Then again,
Pastor Dave coming from the frozen tundra of the North, this still feels like Shangri-la to me!

Yes, spring gives way to summer, but that is not the transition this article is about.
The transition God desires restores us to the image He created us to reflect. We are called to
be transformed so others can see God at work within us. Scripture offers many examples of
this transformation as we turn from sin and grow more like Christ.

“So, if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; look,
new things have come into being!” (2 Corinthians 5:17) When we put on Christ, we are better
able to live according to God’s will and grow more like Jesus. Through every transition in life,
God remains with us as we continue to change and seek Him. “It is the Lord who goes before
you. He will be with you; he will not fail you or forsake you. Do not fear or be dismayed.”
(Deuteronomy 31:8)

What is remarkable is that in every transition—even the difficult ones—God remains unchanged
and is always our source of strength. “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and
forever.” (Hebrews 13:8) With Jesus beside us, God is doing something new in us, and that
change is good. “I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth; do you not perceive
it? | will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.” (Isaiah 43:19)

| have never been one to welcome change easily, yet the world keeps moving in new directions
—sometimes in ways we would not choose. Even so, our Heavenly Father has good plans for us.
As the prophet reminds us, “For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans
for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future with hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)

Even when we feel still, God is changing us—shaping us to become more like Jesus as we hold
Him close in our hearts. The shift from spring to summer is small compared with the transformation
God works in His children as we follow Him and love our neighbors. Let us embrace the transition
God calls us to as we help bring His kingdom into the world.

And let's hope summer is not too unbearably hot!

Blessings always,

Pastor Dave

Contact Pastor Dave by cell phone at 219-707-9823 or by email at pastordaveadamsgrace@gmail.com.
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Q Special Days
~inJune & July
Birthdays
6/2 - David Luther
6/4 - Diane Gonzales
6/9 - Eddie Rivers, Bailey Stewart

6/12 - Ronda Mewbourn

6/15 - Donna Jacobs

6/18 - Paula Pridgen

6/19 - Hayden Hall, Melodie Waters

6/28 - Diane Adams

6/30 - Brianna Stewart
7/4 - Sue Mitchell
7/5 - Bryce Medlock
7/6 - Rev. Timothea Sharpe
7/9 - Clyna Quattlebaum

7/14 - Jessica Shealy, Matthew Shealy

7/16 - Evelyn Harmon, Dale Shealy

7/17 - Kelli Fulmer

7/23 - Jeremy Medlock

7/26 - Judy Bedenbaugh, Ashley Metts

Mary Grace Whitlock
7/30 - Buck Black, Johnny Merck

Anniversaries

6/1 - Bob & Heather Harris 35
6/4 - Ronnie & Paula Pridgen 38
6/11 - Taylor & Alison Metz 4™
6/14 - Pastor Dave & Diane Adams 35
6/26 - Bryan & Jeanna Hall 27
6/28 - Billy & Rhonda Ackerman 28
7/9 - Glenda & Everett Crafts *
7/15 - Timothea Sharpe & Al Potter 25
7/17 - Ronda and Russell Mewbourn 22"
7/27 - Sheila & Robert Martin 57"

+ memorial anniversary

Baptism Anniversaries
6/05 - Robert Neel
6/07 - James Braswell
6/11 - Andrew Metz
6/13 - Michael Whitlock
6/20 - Hayden Hall, Lillie Waters
6/23 - Pastor Dave Adams
6/30 - James Derrick
7/10 - Sally Dominick
7/17 - Margaret Kluttz, Paula Pridgen
7/21 - Caroline Whitlock
7/23 - Georgia Hartman

Grace People in the News
Don’t forget to share your “good news” about
members of Grace with the church office by
email, by phone, or with a note in the office box.

Congratulations go out to:

Lillie Waters was inducted into the National Honor
Society. She was also named Star Student of the
Newberry County Career Center for the 3™ quarter!

Mollie Waters was recognized by the City of
Newberry as an Academic All Star as she has
been on the honor roll all year!

Raelynn and Jaxon Wessinger are very proud of
their mom, Erynn, who recently completed Basic
Detention training at the South Carolina Criminal
Justice Academy. She is employed with the Newberry
County Sheriff's Department. Congratulations,
Erynn!!

Recognizing our 2026 Graduates

Mid Carolina High School
Zoe Frick - USC
Hunter Hall - Piedmont Tech
Lyla Kendrick - Piedmont Tech

Spring Hill High School
Hunter Neel - College of Charleston

Piedmont Technical School
Payton Metts - RN Program at Piedmont Tech
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May Memorials and Honorariums

To the Current Fund:

McSwain-Evans Funeral Home in memory of Kay Candler

Buck Black in honor of Judy Bedenbaugh

Phil & Deborah Ruff in honor of Beverly Merck & Lillie Waters’ birthdays.
Lynn & Larry Wessinger in memory of Virgil Livingston and Bobby Morse.

To the Scholarship Fund:
Lynn & Larry Wessinger in memory of Kay Chandler

To the Youth Ministry:
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Lynn and Larry Wessinger in honor of Jessica Shealy, Andy & Kim Metz, and Julie & Dale Shealy for their

guidance and dedication to the youth of Grace.
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Thotights i Prayers

Grace Family: Diane Adams; Cissie & Bob Dibble;
Evelyn Harmon; Bob Harris; Sharon Neel;
Pastor Al Potter;, Marysue Rivers.
Residential Care: Heather Harris;
Wendy and Michael Riley

College Students: Hunter Neel (College of Charleston);

Camryn Shealy; Bailey Stewart; and Allie Waters
(Newberry College); Payton Metts, Lyla Kendrick and
Hunter Hall (Piedmont Tech); Zoey Frick (USC).

Extended Family: Bishop Ginny Aebischer; Nancye
Bailey (the Dibble’s daughter); Kathy Buchanan
(Beverly Hawkins’ cousin); Terry Dickert (Sheila Martin’s
brother); Don Denton & Jeff Gonzales (Diane Gonzales’
brother- in-laws); Pat Penland (Johnny Merck's sister);
Bert Sharpe (Pastor Timothea’s brother); Randy Turmer
(Cayce Moates’ father). Rev. James Swanson and Rev.
Dale Zylstra (Pastor Dave’s colleagues).

Community: Ember Corley; Marilyn Seymour;
Steve Culbertson; Young Ran; Paige Saunders;
Michael Scott.

Military: Everett Crafts, V (Air Force -Glenda Craft’s
grandson); Walker Eldridge (USCG/Seattle, WA).
God’s World: Global Concerns: Individuals affected
by conflict, such as those in Israel, throughout the
Middle East, Ukraine, and various African nations;
Military families both domestically and internationally;
People impacted by natural disasters including
hurricanes, tornadoes, wildfires, floods, and earth-
quakes; victims of gun violence; Those experiencing
homelessness; Individuals who are unemployed or
underemployed; Refugees worldwide; Those facing
hardships due to unfavorable economic conditions;
and our adversaries.

To add or remove a name from the Prayer List, please
contact the office at gracelutheranprosperity@gmail.com,
call us, or leave a written note in the office box.
We would like to keep this list up to date as much as
possible.

Thank You for Making
Our Yard Sale a Success

Thank you, thank you, thank you, people of
Grace and friends of Grace for all of your help in
so many ways with our May 2 yard sale for the
American Cancer Society. With your help, Grace
raised $2,055 for the American Cancer Society
and the fight against cancer - in spite of the
Prosperity's Hoppin' being cancelled due to the
weather.

Thank you to everyone who donated items for the
sale. We appreciate every single item you donated.
Thank you also to those who made monetary
donations to the sale and donated delicious food to
keep workers going on a long busy Saturday.

Thank you to everyone who helped take in dona-
tions, sorted the donations, tested the appliances
and lamps, and priced items throughout the week.

Thank you to those who shared our Facebook
posts about the yard sale or spread the word in
other ways.

Thank you to everyone who worked the sale on
Saturday, including our "frog."

Thank you to those who handed out information
about Grace and its ministries, welcomed shop-
pers, and had conversations with the folks who
came through the doors. And a big, big thank you
goes to everyone who shopped the yard sale.

Thank you to everyone who came and helped box
up the items that hadn't sold by the end of the day
and to those who made trips to take boxes to a
local thrift store that supports our community.
Leftover plastic bags and cloth tote bags were
donated to Manna House.

Thank you to members of the Community Hope
Team, Care and Fellowship Team, Good News
Team, and the Preschool who worked together to
make this a successful event for our congregation,
our community, and the American Cancer Society.
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Serving in June
Assisting Ministers
7 Andy Hawkins
14 Sally Dominick
21 Deborah Ruf
28 Allie Waters

Altar Flowers

7 Andrea Lewis
14 Kendrick Family
21 Emmett Wicker
28 Pastor Dave

Live Stream Operators
7 Jessica Shealy
14 George Dawkins
21 George Dawkins

28 Brad Waters

Acolytes
7 Ronda Mewbourn
21 Hannah Moates

14 Jonathan Shealy
28 Lillie Waters

Communion Assistant Melodie Waters

Communion Preparation Diane Gonzales,
Andrea Lewis

Communion Clean up Teresa Cooper,
Sharon Neel

Ushers Dale Shealy, David Luther,
Deron Shealy, Mike Shealy, Emmett Wicker

Greeters Mike Hawkins, Beverly Merck

Tabulators Julie, Dale & Jessica Shealy,
Emmett Wicker

Front Sign Edwina Wicker
Altar Guild Judy Bedenbaugh, Nancy Derrick
Pew Rack Helpers Sue & Wayne Mitchell
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Serving in July
Assisting Ministers
5 Jessica Shealy
12 Teresa Cooper
19 Julie Shealy
26 Johnny Merck

Altar Flowers
5
12 Cindy Amick
21
26

Live Stream Operators
5 Brad Waters

12 Jessica Shealy

19 George Dawkins

26 George Dawkins

Acolytes
5 Helena Mewbourn
19 Lillie Waters

12 Raelynn Wessinger
26 Thomas Mewbourn

Communion Assistant Allie Waters
Communion Preparation Deborah & Phil Ruff

Communion Clean up Diane Adams,
Dale & Julie Shealy

Ushers Wayde Dominick, David Luther,
Robert Martin, Craig Metz, Lynn Wessinger

Greeters Lisa Farr, Edna Riley

Tabulators Brad & Melodie Waters,
Johnny & Beverly Merck

Front Sign Deborah & Phil Ruff
Altar Guild Emmett Wicker

Pew Rack Helper Lynn Wessinger
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ATTENDANCOCE
Sanctuary Online Total
5/03 64 15 79
5/10 74 20 94
5/17 Youth 95 20 105
Sunday
5/24 51 16 67
\éunday School ot
5/10 25
5/17 33
5/24 18
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Notes of Thanks

Dear Pastor Dave and members of Grace,

I would like to thank each of you for your many
thoughts and prayers during my surgery and
time away from church! | hope to get back very
soon.

| have also enjoyed your cards for various
occasions! I love getting cards! Thank you!

Sincerely , Faye Hartman

To My Grace Family,

It is with sincere Gratitude and Love for all the
Prayers that | received during the very difficult
and scary health concerns related to the
infection in my Aorta. | am still amazed by
the numerous cards, calls, and texts that |
received and the visits, meals, and flowers
too! | know that you lifted Pastor Dave up in
prayer as well, as he administered my IV
antibiotics daily for six weeks; we recognize
the power of all those prayers in my recovery.

Thank you so very much. | feel so blessed by
all your care and thoughtfulness.

With Love, Diane Adams
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SANCTUARY During the month of June the Sanctuary
LAMP Lamp burns to the glory of God and in
SPONSORS I honor oft?aroline's Baptismal Annivgrsary
(June 87,1997) and Cody's Baptismal

Anniversary (June 17", 1990) by Wayde
and Sally Dominick.

During the month of July the Sanctuary Lamp
burns to the glory of God and in memory of loved
ones by James and Nancy Derrick.

For honorary or memorial information to be included
in the newsletter and bulletin, information and a $30
donation should be received in the office by the last
Sunday of the month prior to the month you sponsor.

The 2026 S.C. Synod Assembly
will be held June 11-13, 2026 at the f
Brookland Baptist Church Conference
Center, West Columbia, SC. The Theme
for this year is “Created to Create”. This theme is
rooted in the powerful message of Ephesians 2:10,
where Paul writes, “For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works...”

Johnny Merck and Len Fulmer will be attending with
Pastor Dave for Grace. Kelli Fulmer is also attending
as part of the Synod Staff and Peggy Thomas has
been invited to show/sell some of her artwork for a
special program.

The Created to Create SC Synod Assembly Art Show
will be held on Friday, June 12, 2026, at the Marriott
Hotel at 1200 Hampton Street in Downtown Columbia,
from 7-9PM. The art show and reception is in honor of
Bishop Ginny Aebischer, and artists and their guests
are invited and encouraged to attend." The artwork
on display will be available for sale and you can
speak directly to Peggy about her work and pricing.

Also, the Synod will be electing our new bishop for a
6-year term at this year's assembly as Bishop Ginny
is retiring from her role as bishop.
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Our Offerings
for May
. Through May 24, 2026

(Does Not Include May EFTs)
FINANCES
MINISTRY BUDGET Our Monthly Need:

$15,784.33

Given duringMay ..........cccccceiinennn. $ 11,335.81
Given year-to-date ......................... $ 53,807.16
Goal throughMay 24 ....................... $76,115.34
MAINTENANCE/UPKEEP
Given duringMay ..........c.cooiiiiinnnnne $ 517.00
Given year-to-date........................... $ 6,011.22
SUNDAY SCHOOL
GivenduringMay .............ccceeeeveeeen 0 93,25
Given year-to-date ........................... $ 527.25
SCHOLARSHIP
GivenduringMay .........ccoeeiiiiiiiiiennnn. $ 30.00
Given year-to-date .......................... $ 545.25
COMMUNITY SERVICE FUND YTD
Community Assistance ...................... $ 545.00
Bookbag Food Ministry ...................... $ 248.67
SPECIAL 2026 OFFERINGS YTD
Campership ........ccooeviiiiiiiii $ 50.00
Souper Bowl of Caring Offering ........... $ 420.00
Youth Ministry ........ccooeeviiiiiiieenne. $ 547.57
Parsonage Fund .................cooeennil. $24,931.21
Lenten Offering ................ocoooiiini. $ 736.00
Easter Lilies ........ccccovviiiiiinn. $ 23525
Disaster Response ..................c.cen.. $ 50.00
Love Offering for Ember .................... $ 1,413.00

Yard Sale for Am. Cancer Society ....... $ 2,055.00

This Summer

.E , MINISTRY BUDGET
E"c'u' Needed Thru May 24: $ 76,115.34

ME R Given Thru May 24:  $ 53,807.16

ED Amont Behind Goal: $ 22,308.18

Electronic Giving
Electronic giving is an option
at Grace through Vanco. Scan
the QR Code at right or go to
the Online Giving page via
graceluth.org to get started.

N\ _
~ — Love Offering for
Ember Corley
$2,200.00 has been given by the
Preschool Families and Grace
Lutheran Church together.
Thank you!!

TN
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Manna House Items

ﬁ June: 1 Ib. Bags of Dried Beans

B
July: Canned Soup

Donations can be left in the Manna
House box in the narthex. Thank you.

New Church and Preschool Brochures

New brochures for Grace and

. the Preschool were written and
~+ designed as material to hand
out at the May 2 yard sale.

R These were printed on the office
"'“*—-I.j' copier, which will allow for easy

and economical updates and
changes as needed.

The Communications Team will be reviewing
these brochures over the next few months and
making suggestions and updates. If you would
like to take a look, brochures are located in the
rack above the narthex table.
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MINISTRY

° ©
® W“.* O Sunday, June 7 Noon - 2:00 p.m.
e e End-of-School Youth Swim Party
Monthly GYM TIME at the home of Deborah and Phil Ruff
Sunday, August 23 Tuesday, June 23 12:45-2 p.m.
Noon -1:30 p.m. GYM Volunteering at Manna House
We are taking a pause for Monday-Friday, June 22-26

the summer (June & July.) Vacation Bible School

Youth at VBS!
Grace Youth are encouraged to participate in Grace's
Vacation Bible School the week of June 22-26.

Preschool-aged and K-6™Mgrade Youth are invited to

articipate as students. (Please register your Youth
If you have not yet!) And we want to see (and need!)
our Youth who have completed 7" grade and up
serving as group assistants and station helpers.
The volunteer sign-up sheet is on the board in the
narthex!

Youth to Volunteer at Manna House
Grace Youth will be volunteering at Manna House
on Tuesday, June 23!

We will meet at Manna House, which is located in
the DSS building at 2107 Wilson Rd. in Newberry,
around 12:45 p.m. and the volunteer shift usually
lasts until around 2 p.m. Please let Jessica Shealy
know if you plan to participate in this service
opportunity!

Youth Sunday Shout-out

Our Youth Sunday worship service on May 17" was
incredibly upllftm% and made meaningful, thanks Grace Youth helplng out at
to all 15 of our Youth who participated! the May 2™ yard sale!

We also want to thank Ronda Mewbourn, Matthew
Shealy, and Zach Frick for leading us musically
through the Setting 8 liturgy, hymns, other service
music and our anthem!

Congrats, Grads!

e
.} ‘\ ‘ We celebrate Grace's recent graduates — Zoe Frick, Hunter Hall,
Lyla Kendrick, Payton Metts, and Hunter Neel — and pray that
God's grace and love will be with them always as they embar
OUR GRADUATES on this next chapter.
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2. Don't miss our 2" annual Ice Cream Social planned for Sunday, July 19"
;:&;(' ) at 3 p.m. in the Ministry Center.

,—#JZ 7 E Last year's event was such a big hit, the Care and Fellowship Team
/
<§a

29 decided to bring it back again this year.

Look for more details about the afternoon of ice cream and fun in your

ICe Crejan-l §;Cia] bulletins closer to the date.

ELEBW Grace will come alive with joy and energy during the week of June 22-26
as we "Celebrate the Savior," this year's exciting VBS theme. A meal will
be served each night at 6 p.m. Fun activities will last from 6:30-8 p.m. for

children who are two-years-old up to those who have just completed sixth
grade.

JesusGivesUsJoy Registration is open now online at myvbs.org/graceprosperity This link
can also be found on our website at graceluth.org and on our Facebook
page — or you can scan the QR code on our posters or fliers.

We Need Students: Invite!

Help us spread the word about our VBS! Full-page flyers and half-sheet handouts are on the narthex table.
Post a flyer at your workplace or other public spot and take a handout to a neighbor or friend. Invite every-
one you know who has children. Be sure to "like" our Facebook posts about VBS and share them to your
page. You could even download the image from our Facebook posts and text it to your friends and family.

We Need Workers: Volunteer!

Eager workers are a blessing to VBS. Our goal is to plant seeds of faith in young hearts. We need adults to
lead stations for crafts, storytelling, music, and games. Resources will be provided. We also need volunteers
to simply lead children from station to station. Youth in grade 7 and up are encouraged (and needed!) to
serve as helpers. We also need folks willing to prepare and serve meals. Friendly faces are needed to
welcome children and families each night.

Volunteer sign-up sheet is on the narthex board or contact co-directors Julie or Jessica Shealy.
We Need Food Donations: Shop!

Since we will be serving a meal each night, we need your help to provide food items for our meals. You can
choose to purchase items such as salad mix, potato chips, or cookies, or provide homemade items like
spaghetti sauce or mac & cheese. A sign-up sheet for donations will be on the narthex bulletin board in the
near future.

See Mike Shealy or Sue Mitchell, meal coordinators, for more information.
Need Another Way to Help?

Monetary donations are also appreciated. These funds will be used to help with the cost of food for meals,
craft supplies, decorations, and other expenses that may be incurred. VBS envelopes are on the bulletin
table — or use any envelope and mark it "VBS."

There's a way everyone can pitch in to make VBS a successful event!

LEAVE THE ICE PLEASE!

During VBS week, please don't take
large quantities of ice from the
kitchen icemaker as we will need it
for the evening meals. THANK YOU.
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for May 5, 2026

The meeting was called to order by Len Fulmer with a reading of the Mission Statement.
Kelly Fulmer shared devotions with a message relating how God is the good gardener with
new life sprouting where we expect death. We should celebrate the resurrection of Jesus
every day, not just at Easter.

Pastor’s report: Diane Adams has responded well to IV infusions and antibiotic treatment.
There is more good news that her new cardiologist’s diagnostic tests indicate that she is
not currently a candidate for surgery. Pastor Dave led a Prayer and Communion Service at
Springfield Place with 20 residents in attendance for this service. He will be sharing God'’s
Word and Holy Communion at Springfield Place on the 4th Thursday of each month. Two
new couples will soon be joining Grace as members of the congregation. New ideas for
bringing people into Grace, such as having special guest speakers in areas such as
healthcare, estate planning, and personal finance, are being explored. Speakers would
address these topics, not at worship, but as a way of engaging and inviting the community
to share the Gospel at Grace. Work is under way to enhance the music at Grace. A string
quartet is scheduled for Christmas Eve service and the Worship Team is working on music
enhancement. Publisher is no longer supported by Microsoft. Valerie Reed and George
Dawkins are looking at purchasing stand alone software to use forever for Publisher and
Word so files from previous years will not be lost. Grace plans to host a Newberry College
Sunday this summer. Pastor Dave will be vacationing from May 18 - 25.

Adoption of Reports: Johnny Merck moved to accept the reports as presented, seconded
by Linda Cromer, and passed.

Discussion: Johnny stated that the contractor is checking the wiring at Grace to ensure it
can handle the LED upgrade prior to installation. Craig Metz reported that the water shut-
off valve has not been located yet for work to resume on the Parsonage. Len announced
that the Men’s Group will meet for the first time on Tuesday, May 26 at 6:00 pm for about
an hour at Roma’s. Linda is looking into getting a new church credit card as the Truist
card does not work for all transactions.

Ministry Team Updates: The Good News Team handed out flyers at the indoor Yard
Sale. The Yard Sale was very successful, despite rain and the cancellation of Prosperity’s
Hopping, with a $2055 donation to the American Cancer Society. The Care and Fellowship
Team will have its next Fifth Sunday Fellowship Meal on Sunday, May 31. Youth Sunday
will be on May 17 with a message and lessons presented by Grace’s youth and five new
graduates will be recognized. There are new color brochures for Grace ministries and work
on a new Mission Statement is under way.

Shepherding Concerns: Kelly Fulmer’s brother is safe in Germany after his latest tour
of the Middle East and Diane Adams is happy to have avoided surgery. Ember Corley, a
5 year old student at Grace Christian School, has lost all of her hair after undergoing the
third of 20 weekly chemotherapy treatments. Donations to Ember’s family can be made at
the church by designating such on the envelope.

The next council meeting will be held on Tuesday, June 9th at 6:30 pm in the Ministry

Center. @

Pastor Dave closed the meeting with a prayer. MEETING June 9th
Respectfully Submitted, David Luther - Council Secretary 6:30 p.m.
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